


Less than 30 minutes from Calgary International 
Airport, Wheatland County is located in the heart 
of the Western Irrigation District. Farmers in the 
County cultivate 830,000 acres of field crops yearly 
including wheat, canola, barley, oats, field peas, 
and lentils. There is also a large livestock industry 
with over 150,000 head of cattle and 95,000 pigs. 

Getting your product to market is convenient in 
Wheatland County. The County is easily accessible 
from Calgary via Highways 1, 22X or 564 and 
connected north south via Highways 21 and 
56. Highway 2 that forms part of the CANAMEX 
corridor is a short distance away. The CP Rail 
Calgary to Saskatoon line runs through the county 
and there is a CN Rail spur at Lyalta.

With excellent transportation options, abundant 
feedstocks and the lowest land costs in the region, 
Wheatland County is the natural location to grow 
your business!

For more information visit  
infinitewc.ca

Lowest agricultural and industrial 
land costs in the region

Two industrial areas: Origin Business 
Park and Goldfinch Industrial ASP 
area

Low municipal tax rates

Irrigated lands in western part of 
county

Access to agricultural feedstocks 
(830,000 acres of farmland)

Good transportation options (rail and 
highway access)

Close to transportation and logistics 
hub (road, rail, and air) in Calgary

Available labour at competitive rates

Proximity to urban centres 
(Strathmore, Chestermere, Calgary)

Developed industrial cluster

The ideal place to grow your business

Wheatland County

Advantages of doing busines in 
Wheatland County

For more information on 
investing in Wheatland County 
contact Economic Development 

Officer Jamie Kramble at 
jamie.kramble@

wheatlandcounty.ca



Since the first cattlemen settled 

the area in the late 1800s, Wheatland 
County has become the breadbasket 

of southern Alberta. 

Less than 30 minutes from Calgary    

International Airport, Wheatland County 

is in the heart of the Western Irrigation 

District which services an area of        

approximately 1,000,000 acres. The 

county’s farmers cultivate 830,000 

acres of field crops yearly including 

wheat, canola, barley, oats, field peas 

and lentils. There is also a large           

livestock industry with over 150,000 

head of cattle and 95,000 pigs.  

Getting your product to market is      

convenient in Wheatland County. We 

are located directly on Highway 1, a 

high load corridor that runs west to  

Calgary and on the CP Rail Calgary to 

Saskatoon line. We are also a short 

drive from Highway 2 that runs south to 

the US and forms part of the CANAMEX 

corridor. 

With excellent transportation options, 

abundant feedstocks and the lowest  

cost of land in the region, Wheatland 

County is the natural location to grow 

your business! 

 

Why Wheatland County? 

Supportive Business Environment 
 
• Efficient and streamlined process to grant permits and 

approve applications 
• Support available from municipal, provincial, and federal 

governments for eligible companies 
• Canada’s lowest corporate tax rate at 8% 
• Canada is a party to 14 trade agreements that provide 

access to international markets including CETA, CUSMA, 
CAN-UK TCA, and CPTPP 

 
Logistics 

 
• 20 minute drive to Calgary border via Highway 1  
• 30 minute drive to Calgary International Airport 
• Calgary to Saskatoon CP rail line and a CN Rail spur at 

Lyalta  
• Close to Highway 2 CANAMEX corridor 
• 302 km to US border 

Agribusiness 

Alberta, Canada 

 Learn more at 

 i n f i n i t e w c . c a 

830,000 acres of 
farmland including 
dryland cropping and 
irrigated lands,  on 810 
farms 

218,000 acres of canola, 
280,000 acres of non-
durum wheat, 153,000 
acres of barley, 54,000 
acres of alfalfa and 
mixtures, 71,000 acres of 
dry field peas, 10,000 acres 
of durum wheat, 8,500 
acres of lentils, and 4,600 
acres of oats 

150,000 head of cattle 
and 95,000 pigs. There are 
also many feedlots 
providing finished cattle 
as well as speciality 
livestock breeders 

An emerging area of the 
agri-food industry in 
Wheatland is organics. We 
are home to 8 certified 
organic farms 

Access to Land and Feedstock 



Government Support for  
Businesses 
 

• Wheatland County municipal tax 
incentives 

• Canada-Alberta Jobs Grant 
• Alberta Jobs Now Program 
• Innovation Employment Grant 
• Canadian Agricultural Partnership 
• Scientific Research and Experimental 

Development (SR&ED) Program 
• Western Economic Diversification 

Canada programs 
• Alberta Export Expansion Program 

 

 

Start growing your business in  
Wheatland County 
Contact Jamie Kramble 
Economic Development Officer 
jamie.kramble@wheatlandcounty.ca 
Office: 403-361-2011 
infinitewc.ca 
 

Business Costs 
 

• Lowest cost agricultural land in region 
• Lowest cost industrial land in region 
• Serviced lots available in Origin business park (light to 

medium industrial) 
• Goldfinch Industrial ASP Area (heavy industrial) at 

Carseland 
• Labour force of 4,240  
• Median family income in Wheatland of $74,795       

compared with $134,019 in Rocky View and $102,570 
in Calgary  

 
Agribusiness Companies in Wheatland  
County 
Wheatland County has a well-developed value chain with 
ag-input suppliers, food and beverage processors, feedlots, 
machinery and equipment manufacturers, seed cleaning 
plants, grain handling companies and fertilizer plants. 
Many large agribusiness companies such as Cargill,        
Richardson Pioneer, Paterson Grain, Canada Malting Co., 
Viterra, Parish & Heimbecker, and Nutrien are represented 
in the county. For more information on the agribusiness 
value chain see the WC Mercantile website at  
infinitewc.ca/wc-mercantile 
 

Opportunities 
 

• Growing organic foods cluster 
• Processing of canola, wheat, barley, oats, 

field peas and lentils 
• Speciality meats processing 
• Bio-industrials – biofuel pellets, strawboard, 

biofuels 
• Agricultural machinery dealerships 
• Fertilizers 

Wheatland County Transportation Corridors  



OUR COMMUNITIES 

Key facts: 

• 9 hamlets 

• Population of 8,788 

• 4,545 km2 in size 

 

The Hamlets of Wheatland County 

Photo Caption 

 

A Massive Municipality 
Wheatland County is a massive rural municipality of 
4,545 km2. This is larger than countries like Cape 

Verde, Mauritius, Samoa, or Luxembourg. Within its 
borders there are nine hamlets that a diverse 
population of 8,788 residents call home. From the 

quaint charm of historic centres built by the early 
homesteaders to modern new subdivisions, Wheatland 
has something for everyone! 

Carseland/Speargrass 

Carseland is a community of 525 and adjacent to the Goldfinch Industrial area 

where many of its residents work. The hamlet has an elementary school, supermar-

ket, rec centre, curling rink and retail businesses. The hamlet is also on CP Rail’s 

Calgary to Saskatoon line and Highway 24.  

 

Located 30 minutes from Calgary and only a few kilometres from Carseland, the 

Speargrass Golf Course Community is a new housing development of single-family 

homes based around an 18-hole golf course adjacent to the banks of the Bow Riv-

er. The population is 309 and growing. 

Chancellor 

With a population of 5, Chancellor is located on CP Rail’s Standard to Bassano 

feeder line and home to the Chancellor Sports Club. 



Photo Caption 

 

Cheadle 

With a population of 91, Cheadle is located 3 km south of Highway 1 and adjacent 

to Highway 24. The hamlet is mainly single-family housing with some businesses. 

Since the year 2000, there has been an expansion of residential housing in the 
hamlet. 

Cluny 

With a population of 70 and located on CP Rail’s Calgary to Saskatoon rail line, the 

hamlet is home to the Cluny Hall, Cluny Rural Fire Association, and multiple com-

munity clubs. 

 

Gleichen 

With a population of 324, Gleichen is a historic community that borders the Siksika 

Nation and has available land and buildings for development. A CP Rail line runs 

through the community. The community is home to numerous historic buildings, the 

Gleichen Rural Fire Association, supermarket, library, arena, curling rink, communi-

ty centre, and many businesses. 

 

Lyalta/Lakes of Murfield 

The Lyalta/Lakes of Murfield area has a current population of 460. It is located on 

CN Rail’s Calgary to Drumheller line and only 22 km east of Calgary’s city limits (via 

Highway 564). The community is home to a community centre, post office, two 

baseball diamonds, a new playground, and campground. The Lakes of Muirfield, a 

newly constructed golf course community has a planned size of 700 homes and is 

adjacent to Lyalta. 

 

Namaka 

Located approximately 10 km south of Highway 1 and 55 km east of Calgary, 

Namaka is near Eagle Lake a 11.8 km2 waterbody that has untapped potential as a 

tourist destination. The hamlet has a population of 50. 

 

Nightingale 

With a population of 32, the hamlet is located 53 km east of Calgary and has a com-

munity hall. 

 

Rosebud 

With a population of 87, Rosebud is a tourism-focused community that draws over 

40,000 visitors annually. The hamlet features picturesque view of the river valley 

and a vibrant and cultured population of artisans. The community is home to the 

Rosebud School of the Arts, The Rosebud Theatre, a community centre, the Rose-

bud Country Inn and Country Market, The Rosebud Centennial Museum, and many 

other attractions such as B&B’s, shops, and clubs.  



Located on Highway 1 and the Wheatland County/Rocky View 
County border. Origin Business Park is a mere 13-minute drive 
from the intersection of Highway 1 and Stoney Trail. The 
business park is part of Wheatland County’s West Highway 1 
Area Structure Plan.  

Businesses currently located here include Athabasca Oil, 
Midstream Electric, Pumptrac, an RV storage lot, and a service 
station with food court.  Lot prices in Origin Business Park 
start at $230,000/acre (lowest cost industrial lots in region).  
This includes gas, 3-Phase 400 A power, and telephone.  

Lots are typically 2 to 5 acres in size although larger pieces of 
(100 acres) are available to the south and adjacent to the 
business park. 

West Highway 1 Area Structure Plan  

Land Use Map 

For more information visit www.originpark.ca 



An area of 2,850 hectares, the Goldfinch Industrial area is 
Wheatland County’s heavy industrial hub and home to large 
industrial facilities including: Orica; Nutrien; Federated Coop; 
Cargill; Pioneer; and Stella Jones. The area is part of 
Wheatland County’s Goldfinch Industrial Area Structure Plan. 
This is the only heavy industrial area in Calgary region. 

The area is located near the western border of the county 
and is serviced by CP Rail and the Highway 24 corridor. It is 
also a short distance from both Highway 1 and Highway 22x. 
The CP Rail Calgary-Saskatoon line runs through the area 
providing continent-wide shipping on a single carrier. 

Most of the area is agricultural land and purchase of land can 
be negotiated with individual landowners. 

Area Structure Plan  

For more information visit www.wheatlandcounty.ca 
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INTRODUCTION 

Wheatland County is the ideal location to grow your business in Alberta. With close proximity to the City 

of Calgary, and Town of Strathmore, our vast rural landscape is nestled between two large urban centres. 

We have the lowest agricultural and industrial land costs in the region and one of the lowest mill rates. 

Our council and residents also welcome economic development and the contribution it makes to our tax 

base and employment opportunities. Our staff of planners, assessors and economic development officers 

are ready to help make the transition process smooth. We are excited to work with companies that have a 

long-term vision of becoming a partner in the community! 

WHEATLAND COUNTY OVERVIEW 

Wheatland County is a municipality of 8,788 residents. It is bordered on the west by Rocky View County, 
the south by Vulcan County and Siksika Nation, the east by the County of Newell and Special Areas 2, 
and on the north by Kneehill County and the Town of Drumheller. Within the County’s boundary is the 
Town of Strathmore and the villages of Hussar, Rockyford and Standard, as well as nine hamlets. The 
Town of Strathmore located in the region but under separate administration, has a population of 13,756 
and houses a regional retail and services hub. The area is also home to approximately 19 Hutterite 
colonies with their own farms, businesses, and processing facilities. 
 
The area is primarily agricultural with dryland cropping, livestock production, and irrigated lands. There 
are industrial clusters located at Carseland (Goldfinch Industrial ASP) and Origin (West Highway 1 ASP). 
 
BUSINESS NEED 
 
Wheatland County is the ideal location to serve a growing Canadian and international markets. In 
addition, Wheatland County is also a lower cost environment that will allow you to increase your 
company’s profitability. 
 
 

Requirement Comment 
 

Lot size Variety of lot sizes from small (2 acres) to large (over 100 acres) 

Proximity to urban centres Variety of locations (Highway 1, 24, 22x. 564) 

Rail  Both CP and CN Rail operate in the county. 

Water Potable water is typically from private wells. Industrial water solutions 
are available. 

Gas provider ATCO, Rosebud Gas Coop, Rocky View Gas Coop, Ember 
Resources 

Electrical provider Fortis 

Zoned industrial (or ability to 
zone industrial) 

Variety of locations (including Goldfinch Industrial ASP and West 
Highway 1 ASP). Rezoning is possible. 
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VALUE PROPOSITION 
 
COMPETITIVELY PRICED LAND 
 
According to Alberta government analysis, Wheatland County has the lowest cost agricultural land in the 

region. As a county of 4,545 km2 there is no shortage of land to grow your business! 

 

County/City Average Value 
Agricultural Land (per 
acre – all classes [2019]) 

Acres Transferred (2019) 

Wheatland $3,386.64 2,945 

Vulcan $4,398.64 3,016 

Rocky View $4,272.40 2,085 

Kneehill $3,900.80 3,928 

Calgary N/A N/A 

Mountain View $4,888.63 4,697 

Source: https://open.alberta.ca/publications/agricultural-real-estate-transfers-2000-2019#summary 
 

 

COMPETITIVELY PRICED INDUSTRIAL LOTS  

 

County/City Industrial Area Average Value per acre1  

Wheatland Origin $230,000 

Rocky View Janet (East Shepard 
Industrial area) 

$500,000 

 Fulton Industrial Park 
(Indus) 

$350,000 

 Balzac $495,000 

Calgary various $700,000 

Strathmore  $299,000 

Source: 1 – Terradigm (based on asking price for industrial lots) 2021 
 

COMPETITIVE TAX RATES 

As a fiscally responsible county made up of hardworking farmers and businesspeople, Wheatland County 

prides itself on its low municipal tax rates that allow entrepreneurs room to grow. Our mill rate is amongst 

the lowest in the province. Information on Wheatland County’s municipal taxes available at 

https://wheatlandcounty.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/2021_Property_Tax_Insert_FINAL_Web.pdf. 

As a province, Alberta has the lowest corporate tax rate in Canada and is the only province with no 

provincial sales tax. 

 

 

 

https://open.alberta.ca/publications/agricultural-real-estate-transfers-2000-2019#summary
https://wheatlandcounty.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/2021_Property_Tax_Insert_FINAL_Web.pdf
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MUNICIPAL TAX INCENTIVES 

Wheatland County has implemented a non-residential municipal tax incentive bylaw. The intent of this 
bylaw is to provide a municipal incentive to attract large non-residential and machinery and equipment 
investors and promote substantial expansion by existing investors through providing an exemption to a 
portion of municipal property taxes attributable to the differential between the pre-construction 
assessment and the post-construction assessment for eligible property. Further information on the bylaw 
can be found at https://wheatlandcounty.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Bylaw-2021-23-Wheatland-
County-Non-Residential-Tax-Incentive-Bylaw-signed-copy.pdf. 
 
COMPETITIVELY PRICED LABOUR 
 
With a labour force of 4,240 and median family income of $74,794.63 (the lowest in the region) 

Wheatland County can provide the staff you need. Due to its proximity to Calgary, Strathmore, Siksika 

Nation, and Chestermere, staff can also commute to your site. The new Lakes of Murfield (460 residents) 

and Speargrass (309 residents) developments creates a potential pool of knowledge industry and white-

collar workers based in the area. 

The Prospect Rocky View and Wheatland Employment Services (https://www.prospectnow.ca/rwes/) 

based in Strathmore can assist in finding the workforce you need. 

County/City Labour Force 
Size (2016) 

Unemployment 
Rate (2016) 

Education – 
Post Secondary 
(2016) 
 

Median Family 
Income (2018) 

Wheatland 4,240 5.80% 2,925 $74,794.63 

Vulcan 1,580 4.00% 980 $79,932.35 

Rocky View 20,360 7.70% 19,200 $134,019.04 

Kneehill 2,670 3.80% 1,745 $77,889.46 

Calgary 659,010 9.50% 604,225 $102,570 

Mountain View 7,190 7.20% 5,705 $108,780 

Source: Alberta Regional Dashboard 
 

PROXIMITY TO TRANSPORTATION AND LOGISITICS 

Located in the heart of southern Alberta, Wheatland County is ideally placed to serve markets in eastern 

and western Canada, the US and Mexico. Highway 1, a highload corridor, runs through the county 

providing convenient access to the City of Calgary. Highway 24 runs south through the county to provide 

access to the US market. 

As indicated in the table below, Wheatland County is 36.7 km from the Calgary International Airport. The 

county is also served by both major railways, with a CN Rail spur at Lyalta (in the northern part of the 

county) and the CP Rail Calgary to Saskatoon line running through the southern portion of the county. 

With CP and CN Rail’s recent bids for Kansas City Southern, it may soon be possible to ship goods as far 

as Mexico on a single carrier.

https://wheatlandcounty.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Bylaw-2021-23-Wheatland-County-Non-Residential-Tax-Incentive-Bylaw-signed-copy.pdf
https://wheatlandcounty.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Bylaw-2021-23-Wheatland-County-Non-Residential-Tax-Incentive-Bylaw-signed-copy.pdf
https://www.prospectnow.ca/rwes/
https://regionaldashboard.alberta.ca/#/


 



 
 
 
 
 
 

5 
 

 

County/City Distance to 
Calgary 
International 
airport (km)1 

Distance to U.S. 
border (Coutts-
Sweetgrass)1 - 
km 

CN Rail 
presence2 

CP Rail 
presence3 

Wheatland 36.74 302 Yes Yes 

Vulcan 1385 201 No Yes 

Rocky View 12.96 334 Yes Yes 

Kneehill 69.37 355 Yes No 

Calgary N/A 320 Yes Yes 

Mountain View 53.68 374 No Yes 

1 – Google maps 
2 – CN Rail Network Map at https://cnebusiness.geomapguide.ca/ 
3 – CP Rail Network Map at cp-network-map-2020.pdf (cpr.ca) 
4 – Hamlet of Lyalta 
5 – Town of Vulcan 
6 – Hamlet of Balzac 
7 – Village of Acme 
8 – Town of Carstairs 

 

CLUSTERS 

Agribusiness  

Home to 810 farms producing a variety of crops and livestock, Wheatland County has the feedstock to 

accommodate any value-added processor. We also have a well-developed value chain with ag-input 

suppliers, machinery and equipment manufacturers, feedlots, seed cleaning plants, grain elevators and 

fertilizer plants. 

Many large agribusiness companies such as Cargill, Richardson Pioneer, Paterson Grain, Viterra, Parish 

& Heimbecker, and Nutrien are represented in the county. 

Chemical Industry 

Wheatland County is home to several business that are involved in the explosives industry.  

In the Goldfinch Industrial Area, Orica manufactures explosives for the mining industry. The area is also 

home to Nutrien which manufactures ammonia which is a feedstock for many explosives.  

The Fireworks Factory Inc. is located in Rockyford.  

We are also home to Western Canada’s only company licenced to decommission police and military 

munitions and ordinance. 

Energy 

Wheatland County has long been home to the oil and gas industry and there are 7,956 oil and gas well 

dotted throughout the county. 

There is a Federated Co-op bulk fuel depot in the Goldfinch Industrial Area. 

An emerging industry in Wheatland County is green energy/clean tech. Elemental Energy’s East 

Strathmore Solar Project is a 26 MW project located on 120 acres of land east of Strathmore. The 

https://cnebusiness.geomapguide.ca/
https://www.cpr.ca/en/choose-rail-site/Documents/cp-network-map-2020.pdf
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Wheatland Wind Project is a 122.4 MW electrical generation project being developed in the county near 

Dalum. 

Rocky Mountain GTL operates a synthetic fuel manufacturing facility in the county.  

There is a good opportunity for biofuels, and potentially helium, lithium, and hydrogen processing facilities 

Tourism 

The prairie’s natural beauty fills the eye in all part of Wheatland County. From the golden fields near 

Standard to the badlands of the northeast, to the tranquility of the Bow River near Carseland. Wheatland 

County is an ideal blend of rural and urban lifestyles, we are next door to the city of Calgary, the fastest 

growing city in the most vibrant province of Canada. 

Wheatland County offers several opportunities for tourism including Rocking R Guest Ranch, the 

Rosebud Country Inn and market, and the Rosebud Theatre. Visitors also come to the region for Open 

Farm Days and the Strathmore Stampede, two exciting events that showcase our rural heritage. 

Wheatland County’s Tour 564 is a joint initiative of Wheatland County, The Town of Strathmore, and the 

Strathmore Wheatland Chamber of Commerce to promote tourism in the region. 

Services 

The services sector includes businesses providing utilities (natural gas, internet, electricity, etc.) as well 

as businesses that provide service to specific industries such as drilling companies, environmental 

consulting businesses, and veterinary hospitals. 

There is overlap in the services sector as many of these businesses are also sector specific. 

 

INDUSTRIAL AREAS 

The Goldfinch Industrial ASP area is located near the Hamlet of Carseland off Highway 24 and is 

bordered by RR270 and 261 and Township Roads 222 and 220. The CP Rail Calgary to Saskatoon line 

runs through the area. Industrial companies in the area include Nutrien, Orica, Federated Coop, 

Richardson Pioneer, Cargill, and Stella Jones.  

The Origin Business Park is located on Highway 1 adjacent to the Rocky View County border. The park 

houses a variety of business and offers lots of various sizes.  

POTENTIAL OPPORTUNITIES 

• Food processing 

• Fertilizers 

• Ag-machinery 

• Bio-industrials and biofuels 

• Clean energy 

• Chemical industry 

• Warehouses 

• Manufacturing 

• Aviation industry 
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PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 

Wheatland County staff are ready to work with you as you seek planning and approval permission. The 

Planning and Development Services Group can be reached at 403-934-3321 or by email at 

plandev@wheatlandcounty.ca.  

 

CONTACT DETAILS 

Jamie Kramble, Economic Development Officer 
Cell: 403-901-4037 
jamie.kramble@wheatlandcounty.ca 
https://infinitewc.ca/ 
 
 

 

mailto:plandev@wheatlandcounty.ca
mailto:jamie.kramble@wheatlandcounty.ca
https://infinitewc.ca/


Redesignation
(4-6 months)

Development Permit
(1-8 Weeks)

The process of obtaining permission  to develop
 a parcel that conforms to the land-use district 
and development bylaws of the County. 

*

Safety Code Permits

(1-3 Weeks)

Subdivision Approval
(2-3 months)

*

April 2021

*Varies:  Please note that timelines for meeting conditions of approval for Subdivision or Development Permits will vary depending 
on the requirements ( e.g. technical studies, development agreement for onsite of offsite improvements, etc.).

What are the timelines for the Planning & Development Application processes?

The timeline below begins with the redesignation process, but not all projects may start with this process. The timelines 
are based on applications ready for review and are in alignment with applicable statutory plans (e.g. Municipal Development 
Plan, Aread Structure Plan, etc.).

The timelines do not apply to complex applications, or those with unique circumstances. For more information on timelines-
for complex projects please contact Planning & Development at planninganddevelopment@wheatlandcounty.ca

The process of acquiring a building, electric, 
gas, plumbing, or septic permit that complies 
with Alberta Safety Codes.

The process of changing the land use 
designation of a parcel(s) to allow activities 
that are not permitted under the current land 
use district.

The process of changing the size of a parcel of land 
or treating new parcels to obtain separate titles.
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